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 For years, Liberty High School 
would host their prom at the Fauqui-
er Fairgrounds. Starting in 2018, they 
will start having it at Lord Fairfax Com-
munity College in Warrenton Virginia. 
 Fauquier Fairgrounds had a lot 
of different events they would host, but 
they were asked to eliminate the number 
of large events at the location. One of 
the events eliminated was Liberty High 
School’s prom. Junior class sponsor, Ms. 
Lisa Miller started her search for a new lo-
cation over the summer. “I really loved the 
layout  of the student center at LFCC. We 
will have access to  the atrium upstairs for 
food, drinks, and  mingling. The dancing 
will be in the downstairs area.Additionally, 
there is an actual patio with outdoor seating 
if guests require some fresh air or a break 
from the music,” explained Ms. Miller. 
 “I am glad that it is in a new 
location. The seniors have a free range 
of going to view and explore the col-
lege,” said principal Mr. Sam Cox. 
                    Prom will still start at the same time and 
the tickets will still cost the same amount.
After-prom, which is orga-
nized by a committee of parents, 
will still be held at Liberty. 
 The junior class officers will 
pick the theme and organize all of the 
details for this year’s prom. Over the 
last couple of years, prom has had 

some very unique themes. Last year’s 
theme was “An Evening Under the Sea.” 
  ”We are all super-excited about 
prom being moved since we will have a lot 
more room to decorate. We plan on possibly 
having an enchanted forest theme this year. 
We hope to have lots of floral decorations 
and white lights. It should look really cool, 
” said junior class officer Kinsey Kidder.  
        The juniors last year, who are now 
seniors, got to experience the fairgrounds, 

and now this year they get to experi-
ence prom in a whole new atmosphere. 
 “ I did not go last year be-
cause I do not like the fairgrounds, but 
because it is in a new location, I just 
might go and enjoy my senior year 
prom,” said senior Ashley Coleman. 
 Prom at the fairgrounds 
was a Liberty tradition, but stu-
dents sometimes complained  that  
the building felt hot and  crowded. 

Having a bigger building and two floors 
could make things cooler and allow more 
room to dance  and interact with friends.
 “I am for sure going to prom 
this year. It was always a great expe-
rience, other than the fact it was really 
hot. I am very excited to be going for my 
last year in high school. I can not wait to 
see how the new and improved area will 
look for the future students and to have a 
great time,” said senior Daniel Mihalek.
 Having a memorable 
prom experience in high school is 
a very big deal. to many studentrs
 “I grew up always wanting to go to 
prom. I went last year with my boy-
friend and it was a great time to hang out 
with friends. I cannot wait to see how 
this year turns out and see how the new 
place looks,” said senior Tarah Ashcroft. 
 Hopefully, this year's prom and the 
after  party will turn out to be a very great time 
for everyone who makes the choice to go. 
 “Although we are not raising 
the ticket prices, I think that the new  lo-
cation will allow   attendees to have the 
more formal and upscale experience that 
they clearly deserve. The beautiful atri-
um with a high ceiling, the relaxing pa-
tio area, and the downstairs dance floor 
will combine to create an amazing venue 
for our upperclassmen to enjoy. I can’t 
wait for April  28th, “ said Ms. Miller
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 On Thursday, September 14, 
2017, former NBA star Chris Her-
ren graced the gymnasium of Liber-
ty with an extraordinary presentation. 
Mr. Herren shared many details of his 
struggle with drug addiction, but he 

some of the things he went through. 
It was really nice to be able to con-
nect with one of our speakers for once. 
I thought he was great and I hope to see 
him again,” said junior David Barker.
 “It was very inspiring and it hit me 
hard in my feelings. I believe it impacted a 
lot of students,” said senior Veronica Neddo.
 Drug addiction is a dan-
gerous cycle that can be ex-
tremely challenging to get out of. 
 “I thought that it was cool 
how he did not     make the point 
of   the assembly   solely on him-
self,” said senior Aarrianna Dudley.
 “He is an inspiration. The fact 
that he could come back from all of 
his mistakes and that he is not afraid 

Chris Herren Stuns Crowd With Truth 
by Patriot Press Staff

~Contributing Reporters

The 2018 prom will be held in Wolk Hall, the student 
center at LFCC. Photo courtesy of Lord Fairfax 

Community College

Chris Herren is speaking about his previous 
difficulties with addiction, which spanned 
from his youth to his time as a pro athlete.

Photo courtesy of Taylorswift.com
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Lord Fairfax Selected as New Prom Location for 2018 
by Brittany Kilburn 

~Staff Reporter

to admit them and share them is amaz-
ing,” said senior Chloe Reingruber.
 Many students were deeply af-
fected by Mr. Herren’s presentation, 
whether they had experienced these mis-
takes or not. He was clear, concise, to the 
point, and most definitely awe-inspiring.
 “His presentation made me real-
ize that there are people who struggle with 
substance abuse every day and we don’t 
see it. I don’t struggle like those who have 
lived with abuse in their lives. It made me 
want to be a better person for my family 
and my community. I think he has immense 
courage to stand up in front of kids who 
might not care about drugs and tell us about 
his struggle,” said senior Jenica Garnett. 

shared it in a different and moving way.
 The assembly began with a short 
video from Mr. Herren’s documentary, 
“Unbroken,” which gave a back story on 
his entire life. This went into detail about 
his adolescent drinking which led to four 
overdoses and a terrifying heroin addic-
tion. This led to a car crash that nearly 
killed Mr. Herren. After the video Mr. Her-
ren stepped out onto the gym floor and be-
gan with the words, “What is your dream?”
 Many students were stunned Some 
students could relate to what he was saying 
or knew someone who had gone through 
Mr. Herren gave different situations that 
could relate to almost anyone’s life. 
 “I really connected with Mr. 
Herren. I have been through a lot, even 
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The Patriot Press
The Patriot Press is a student produced 
newspaper published monthly during 
every school year. Every issue contains 
student written articles, and is designed by 
students. Our mission is to publish news, 
information, and opinion articles for the 

school and for our community.
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Letter to the 
Editor Policy

Letters to the editor are welcomed and 
will be published as space allows. Letters 
must be signed, although the staff may 
withhold the name on request. The paper 
reserves the right to edit letters for clarity. 
All letters are subject to laws governing 
obscenity, libel, privacy, and disruption 
of the school process, as are all contents 
of the school paper. Opinions in letters 
are not necessarily those of the staff, nor 
should any other opinion expressed in 
public forum be construed as the opinions 
or policy of the administration, unless so 

attributed.   

 The 2017-2018 school 
year is in full swing and there 
are many exciting new chang-
es coming! This year at Liberty, 
Eagle Block will be held every 
day from 9:00 am until 9:40 
a.m. In the past, Eagle Block 
has only been held Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. However, home-
room is now no longer included 
in the schedule to accommo-
date the new changes. 
 “I like Eagle Block 
because it gives me the op-
portunity in my busy sched-
ule to get ahead in my assign-
ments and collaborate with my 
peers,” said senior Lauren Shutt. 
 The idea of having Eagle 
Block every day was made in the 
hopes of allowing students extra 
time to catch up on missed work, 
get extra help, and get ahead on 
assignments and homework. Fri-
days are now “Club Days”. These 
were designed to allow in school 
time for after school clubs. For 
example, drama club meets in 
room 110 with Mrs. Claggett. 
If you don’t have a club, now 
is the perfect time to find one!
 “Having Eagle Block 
every day is actually really 
nice because you have an ex-
tra block to do your work and 
prepare yourself for upcom-
ing tests and assignments,” 
said sophomore Sarah Pender. 

 “I love having 
Eagle Block every day because it 
gives me more time to work on 
homework and classwork. I use 
club days for drama club and I 
really enjoy having that time in 
school as well as after school,” 
said senior Sarah Hogestyn.
 “I think it helps stu-
dents because it allows them 
to be proactive. I use it to 
catch up on any work,” said 
sophomore Kaitlyn Shifflett. 
 Many students miss 
homeroom because they might 
not have a chance before first 
block to finish any homework, 
or catch up with friends they 
might not have a class with. 
 “I really miss home-
room because I liked the people 
I was with, but I love having 
Eagle Block every day because 
I now have that extra time to 
either have a break, work on 
my extra homework, or study,” 
said senior Courtney Fox.
 “I love Eagle Block ev-
ery day! I never knew I would 
like it this much, it’s relaxing. 
It gives me time to think my 
day through and what I need to 
get done. Also it’s a great op-
portunity to catch up on class 
work or finish homework,” 
said junior Angele Cipriotti. 

 Many people are 
strictly schedule oriented and 
do not like the suddenly for-
ty minute interruption be-
tween first and second block. 
 “I feel like some people 
don’t use Eagle Block like they 
should and only really use it to 
goof around or as extra time to text 
and other things,” said Shifflett. 
 “It’s kind of hard to 
keep up with the schedule, but 
I know it will get easier. I was 
not all for the interruption in be-
tween first and second block, but 
now I am okay with it. I hope to 
use it to finish quizzes or catch 
up on homework,” said Shutt.
 For freshmen, they 
have never experienced Ea-
gle Block, so this will be a 
brand new opportunity for 
them to use it as they deem fit. 
 “I feel like it is amazing 
to have because I have extra time 
to work on things. It is way easier 
to get your work done because you 
have so much time. It has helped 
my workload by having Eagle 
Block the next day, I can go home 
from my games and not have to 
stress about doing so much home-
work, which I absolutely love,” 
said freshman Jessalyn Robinson.
 Eagle Block ev-
ery day is changing things 
up, but all for the better!!

Everyday Eagle Block Excels
by Kristina Rigsby
~Editor-in-Chief

 The FFA has gone to 
many conventions. This year’s 
was exceptionally special. 
During this one, one of our 
very own graduates was giv-
en a state office. Not only that, 
the C.L. Payne FFA chapter 
was awarded several honors 
along with several students be-
ing awarded this year. Some 
of these included a gold rating 
on the National Chapter Award 
Application, and rated gold in 
Public Relations and a gold rat-
ing on their Chapter Scrapbook.  
 “I did the John Deere 
workshop and I really enjoyed 
it. I have a lot of fun at con-
vention and its also a good 
place to make new friends,” 
said senior Garth Corbin. 
 “It gave me an un-
derstanding that agriculture 
and FFA are not just cows, 
they are more than that. It 
is everything and that it is 
the reason we are alive,” 
said senior Kassidy Strayer.
 Convention is all 
about having fun and meeting 

new people. When students go 
to convention they come back 
with stories and new friend-
ships. These friendships are 
often achieved by the people 
having the same interest and 
passions as the people who go.
 Not only did the C.L. 
Payne FFA chapter received gold 
ratings, one of our very own grad-
uates,Chris Kuhler, is now hold-
ing a state office. He has worked 
very hard to get to this position. He 
had to go through many require-
ments and really put his mind to it.
 “The moment I found 
out Chris was elected to a state 
office, I got the chills and cried. 
I could not express my excite-
ment for him. I am so proud of 
Chris and all of this hard work,” 
said junior Tori Claveloux.
 The convention has 
various workshops that you get 
to go through and experience 
with other people who have 
the same interests as you do 
and the same hobbies as you. 

 “The workshops teach 
you a variety of styles of agri-
culture activities, learning the 
basics and more,” said Strayer.
 When the FFA re-
ceives their ratings, it shows 
how hard our chapter works and 
engages in agricultural activi-
ties throughout the school year 
and even when school is not in.
 “I feel that when we got 
a gold rating, it made not only 
our chapter but our school stand 
out to the state and the national 
FFA,” said senior Codi Cooper.
 There are many en-
joyable things at convention 
like competitions, workshops, 
and other various things.
 “The most enjoyable 
things at convention in my opin-
ion are the competitions that 
we get to compete in, because 
not only do we get to show-
case our abilities, but we also 
get to meet people from all over 
the state. I also enjoy spending 
time with the chapter, because 
there is never a dull moment,” 
said sophomore Dylan Hall.

FFA: Growing to New Horizons 
by Tacey Corbin

~Assistant Editor-in-Chief

 As many people already 
know, there is a new drinking 
fountain system here at Liber-
ty High School this school year. 
However, the new water foun-
tains are only located upstairs, 
which is kind of a hassle be-
cause students and staff mem-
bers will have to travel upstairs 
to obtain the new filtered drink-
ing water. They took the old wa-
ter fountains and placed a water 
filter machine on top of them. 
 The machine is sen-
sored, so now all students and staff 
members have to do is place a wa-
ter bottle under the new fountains 
and the water will pour inside 
the cups and bottles hands free!
 “The new fountains are 
super convenient! I love that they 
have bottle sensors to get you fresh 
filtered water whenever you need 
it!” said senior Tarah Ashcroft.
 Unlike the old water 
fountains where you have to 
physically push down the button 
for water to come out and stu-
dents and staff members would 
have to put their mouths above 
the faucet  just to retrieve the 
water coming out, which put 
students and staff members at an 
even more risk of getting germs.
  Also, students and staff 
members can bring their own 
bottles to the fountain to refill 
them, and carry fresh drinking 

water back to class with them. 
This will allow students and staff 
members to reuse their water 
bottles, and hopefully encourage 
them to keep drinking water in-
stead of buying sugar filled drinks 
from the vending machines. 
Hopefully this will  save water 
bottles, reducing the number of 
water bottles wasted every day.
  “The new water fountain 
system is super beneficial because 
I do not have to keep paying for 
fresh filtered water in the cafete-
ria anymore. I can just bring my 
own cup and get fresh water from 
the new water fountains. No more 
paying for water or buying so-
das from the vending machine!” 
said senior Devontae Jones
 The filtering system will 
provide students and staff mem-
bers with safe and cleaner drink-
ing water. These filters provide a 
better taste to the water, making 
the unpleasant tasting water that 
came from the old fountains go 
away. Many students and staff 
members have expressed how 
much this saves them from having 
to purchase a water bottle from the 
cafeteria or the vending machines. 
 This, in return, saves 
students and staff members mon-
ey that can be spent on some-
thing else other than purchasing 
clean water. Water is a vital key 
supplement for the human body. 

by Deangelo Jenkins
~ staff reporter

   Fountain Frenzy
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 Here at Liberty High 
School we have a lot of new 
teachers this year. We have teach-
ers in all sorts of different loca-
tions, and subjects. Here at Lib-
erty we accept new teachers with 
open arms. We accept them as if 
they have been working here for 
years. Every new teachers seems 
to fit in right away, because of 
how accepting the staff is and how 
easy they make the transition. 
 “I absolutely love teach-
ing here at Liberty! I went here 
and it is so good to be back. It is 
challenging, but I have so many 
good teachers in my depart-
ment to help me with anything 
I need. My students are literally 
amazing and I love coming to 
work each day. No lie!” said new 
PE teacher Mrs. Aubri Buzzo.
 Usually teachers are very ex-
cited to work here, but some-
times it can be difficult, that 
is why the staff here makes 
sure they are treated right. 
 “The transition was 
pretty difficult. New classroom, 
new people, new students, new 
everything really. It was kind of 
scary thinking about all this new. 
But the teachers and overall staff 
here made me feel so welcome I 

wasn’t even close to being scared 
anymore,” said new JROTC in-
structor Mr. David Williams.
 New teachers here think dif-
ferent things about the school. 
Most of them are good, mostly 
every teacher asked about their 
opinion on the school offered 
a positive reaction. Nothing 
changed this year when asked. 
 “Liberty is a great place 
to work! I love the atmosphere 
and how much the teachers care 
for the students! I really love 
how much overall support there 
is. There is nothing like this any-
where else.” said new chemis-
try teacher Ms. Rebecca Parry. 
 Teachers in general here 
at Liberty High School are very 
positive. They are joyous to come 
to work every day.  But there are 
always some challenging parts 
to being a new teacher because 
everything has some challenges. 
 "One of the hardest 
parts of being a new teacher for 
me has been trying to remem-
ber all the new faces and names 
of both students and other staff 
members. I went to a very small 
high school and did student 

teaching at a high school that was 
even smaller, so to me Liberty 
is a big place!" said new geom-
etry teacher Ms. Haley Mclean. 
 But all the teachers have 
goals, and are trying to accom-
plish whatever they can as they 
stay here at Liberty High School. 
 “While I’m here I would 
really like to accomplish a lot. I 
would really like to pass all my 
students. I believe that every stu-
dent has the potential to pass my 
class. I would really like to see all 
my students pass, because no mat-
ter what, every student has the po-
tential to do this and I believe they 
can.” said new geometry teacher 
Mr. Maxwell Biskup. 
 The new teachers have 
great futures here at Liberty High 
School. Especially here at LIberty 
they all have the potential to make 
their marks here as  Liberty Eagles. 
 “So far, I am loving it 
here at Liberty.  The staff and 
student body are extremely wel-
coming, creating a family at-
mosphere.  I look forward to 
seeing how the rest of the year 
goes!” said new band instruc-
tor Mr. Benjamin Lombardo. 

Faculty Adds New Feathers
by Philip James
~Sports Editor

 Every year, Liberty 
hosts a “Back to School Night”. 
Parents would arrive in the au-
ditorium to listen to a fantastic 
speech from principal, Mr. Sam 
Cox and then move on to their 
child’s block scheduled class-
es to hear from their teachers. 
This gave the parent not only an 
opportunity to view the school, 
but get to know the classes their 
child is taking and get to know 
the teacher. Overall, it was an 
informative and interactive 
event available for all parents.
 This year, there has 
been a spicing up of the event. 
On Friday, August 25, 2017, par-
ents and teachers gathered in the 
teacher parking lot, amidst food 
trucks, a moon bounce, popcorn, 
games, and more. Teachers were 
located around the lot by depart-
ment and parents had the op-
portunity to go around and talk 
to each of their child’s teachers. 
Along with the fabulous array 
of teachers, there were food 
trucks, free popcorn and drinks. 
There was also a moon bounce 
available for the younger kids.
 “I loved this back to 
school night! It was much more 
relaxed and gave more op-
portunities for questions in a 
less structured environment,” 
said senior Sarah Hogestyn.
 “This year’s back to 
school night was really fun and 
allowed for more of the com-
munity to get together to meet 
all the teachers while cheering 
on our extra curricular activi-
ties. With more organization, 
it’ll be even better next year,” 
said teacher Mrs. Claggett.
So what inspired the change? The 
previous event always seemed 
very interesting and interactive, 
so the sudden surprise differ-
ence was exciting, yet shocking.
 “There was a profes-
sor at a conference in Richmond 
that I went to with Dr. Jeck and 
a few other students. His name 

was Steve Constantino and he 
made a big point that we really 
need to engage families in these 
events and truly get to know 
people. I’m hoping that lots of 
people come out and then when 
the event is finished, that they 
go over to the football field and 
cheer on our Liberty Eagles in 
time for the football game!” 
said principal Mr. Sam Cox.
 However, the question 
comes up regarding what happens 
if a freshman parent does not have 
their child with them and does not 
know any teachers? Many peo-
ple were apprehensive about just 
casually walking up to a depart-
ment table and asking around. 
Ultimately, most found their way 
and located teachers. 
 “I liked being able to 
see all of the teachers and talk 
about each class. Although if 
I was a freshman parent, I’m 
not sure I would know what to 
do,” said mother Luci Rigsby.
 The turnout was rath-
er large for the event. The ratio 
of students to parents, however, 
weighed heavily on the student 
side. It had a very light hearted, 
energetic, and fun atmosphere! 
 “I felt like I was at a 
homecoming tailgate! It was so 
much fun. My mom definite-
ly loved the feel and we really 
enjoyed the taco trucks. I hope 
they do it again next term,” 
said senior Brooke Hutchison.
 Children could be heard 
squealing in a moon bounce, 
some stations even had games, 
and so many more exciting 
things. Many students even got 
to meet their teacher’s child! 
 It is quite apparent 
that this event was a big hit and 
many hope that it is held again 
next year. Not only did it al-
low a fun time, but teachers and 
students could bring their fam-
ilies to it. This event was truly 
opened up not only to students, 
but the entire Liberty community. 

New Back to School 
Night Buzzes

by Kristina Rigsby
~Editor-In-Chief

Seniors Chayil McGlotten and Anna Brickey help out at back 
to school night. Photo courtesy of Mr. Cox

 Liberty now offers a 
new class called “Teachers for 
Tomorrow.” The class teach-
es pupils how to be a teacher, 
and how to prepare lessons.
  “I took the class because 
I want to be a teacher. I really love 
this class because it is so interac-
tive and informative, and I am re-
ally excited to be doing field expe-
rience,” said senior Lauren Shutt.
 Every class has a 
purpose to it and it will al-
ways benefit you in some way.
 “Mrs. Linebaugh and I 
were presenting at a conference 
last December and some stu-
dents that were taking a class in 
Virginia Beach area were there. 
So, Mrs. Milburn inquired about 
the class and helped get it start-
ed. It is a great opportunity for 
our students who are interest-
ed in teaching. The goal of the 
class is for students who are in-
terested in becoming teachers 
to gain classroom experience 
and learn more about educa-
tion,” said teacher Mrs. Conner.
 Students always have 
classes they like to take and this 
was a class with new opportuni-
ties. This class is about teaching 

and gaining classroom experience. 
 “I love this class, it is 
way better than I even expect-
ed. I would recommend it to 
anyone that is thinking about 
wanting to teach in the fu-
ture. It is an awesome class!” 
said senior Tatiyana Younger. 
 With the class being 
about learning to teach, and 
learning how to prepare les-
sons, students remain engaged 
and excited. “I think this 
class has been successful. I have 
a very enthusiastic group and 
they have had an opportunity 
to learn about the different as-
pects of education as well as ob-
serve other classes. They have 
a three week field experience 
in October,” said Mrs. Conner. 
 Classes grow through-
out the year, especially elec-
tives. When a class is first 
started, not as many people 
may know about the class. 
 “I really hope this class 
will grow! There is a teach-
er shortage in this county and 
we have so many students who 

would be amazing educators. I 
think the plan is for the teacher of 
the year to teach it each year. So I 
will likely have to hand it over to 
someone else. I would definitely 
teach the class again, if the sched-
ule allows,” said Mrs. Conner.
 A lot of ways that class-
es grow is because the students 
talk about their likes, and dislikes 
of the class. They talk about their 
favorite parts of the class, to may-
be get other students to enroll. 
 “I would recommend 
this class to my peers who would 
like to explore a teaching ca-
reer. My favorite part of this 
class is that it is relaxed, yet I 
care about this information,” 
said junior Katie Kaloustian. 
 “My favorite part of this 
 class is interacting with other 
students and creating friendships. 
I really enjoy this class because 
I want to learn more about the 
teaching profession. It is a really 
hands-on. We get to make lesson 
plans, and complete fun projects,” 
said semior Lauriae Alou.  

New Class Prepares the Hopeful 
Educators of Tomorrow                     

by Zoe Lowe
~Features Editor
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What’s On Your Playlist?

“Dunkirk” Was 
The Bomb

by Philip James
~Sports Editor

I loved “Dunkirk.” It 
was an inspiring movie with a lot 
of heart. With a director as cre-
ative and brilliant as Christopher 
Nolan, nobody was surprised that 
this movie would be an instant 
classic. Nolan delivered again, 
just like  his smash hits like “The 
Dark Knight,” “Inception,” and 
“Memento.” He decided to try out 
the war genre, and he nailed it. 

“Dunkirk” is based on 
the true story about how over 
1500 men were stranded during 
WWII in Dunkirk, France. They 
were pretty much all doomed to 
die. They had almost no chance 
of survival. They were all waiting 
to be rescued or killed. It was one 
of the most scariest moments in 
World War II. It involved British, 
Scottish, and all sorts of Allied 
soldiers who wanted to get out. In 
the town behind them, there were 
Germans roaming everywhere. 
There was nowhere to run, there 
was nowhere to hide, there was 
nowhere to go. You  just sat there 
and waited for anything to happen. 

The story focuses on 
three different groups of people. 
Three separate storylines to lead 
up to this huge disaster. One of 
the storylines focuses on a group 
of young men as they try to evac-
uate Dunkirk. They run into many 
hardships, such as sinking ships, 
German planes, and even them-
selves. They constantly bicker at 
each other which only makes it 
harder to escape. The next sto-
ryline is focused around a sea 
captain roaming the waters. He 
is heading to Dunkirk for res-
cue. He happens to come across 
a shell shocked soldier floating 
in the water, just waiting to die. 
The sea captain picks him up and 
feeds him on the ship. As he re-
covers  a bit, the man talks about 
the horrors of Dunkirk. And when 
he is told where they are going, he 
practically jumps ship again. The 
third story is focused on a pilot. 
As he is sent on a rescue mission 
to help out the people of Dunkirk.  

The characters are hard 
to nail in war movies, generally 
because there are so many. It can 
be hard to make a coherent sto-
ryline, but Nolan makes it look 
like a walk in the park. There are 
some strong performances in this 
film. There are big names such 
as Tom Hardy, Cillian Murphy, 
and even Mark Rylance. There 
is even the One Direction mem-
ber, Harry Styles in there. I was 

surprised how well he did in this 
movie, considering his extensive 
music background. Despite my 
fears, it was very refreshing see-
ing him in this sort of role. The 
rest of the cast delivers the sort 
of frightened experience that 
most people would think that 
would act like if they were in a 
dangerous situation such as that. 

All the scenery through-
out the movie is also very beau-
tiful. They did very well picking 
where to shoot this. Every shoot 
is magnificent , and there is no 
doubt about it. Every shoot feels 
surreal, and it keeps you interest-
ed in the movie.  The background 
is never too distracting that it 
takes you away from what is go-
ing in the story. It is just a terrific 
balance, that more directors need 
to take note of. It just makes the 
movie more intriguing and in-
teresting. Setting can change a 
whole movie and it definitely can 
help how it does. It seems like 
such a small detail. But some-
times it make or break a movie. 

There are different styles 
that directors use. When I was 
watching this movie, I definitely 
could tell this was a Christopher 
Nolan movie. The gray tint, the 
very still camera shots. The very 
interesting dialogue and the com-
plicated plot are all arrows point-
ing to one of the most respected 
directors in today’s movie busi-
ness. Christopher Nolan has been 
in this movie business for a while, 
and he has proven his worth time 
and time again. He has has made 
beautiful pieces of cinema histo-
ry. His film will go down in his-
tory as some of the greatest ever. 
He will always be remembered. 

In conclusion, this mov-
ie was very great. I think it has 
the potential to be the best mov-
ie of 2017. It has the potential to 
be one of the best movies of all 
time. It is critically acclaimed, it 
has everything that a war mov-
ie needs. I enjoyed every sec-
ond of it, and it was nice to see 
a refreshing war movie that does 
not follow every war movie ste-
reotype. Even the little things 
like the background characters 
and scenery were amazing. I am 
really glad that I had a chance 
to see this amazing movie.

 I decided to pit Sibby’s 
and BBQ Country against each 
other for this edition of Food 
Wars. I went to each place and 
ate their version of a pulled pork 
sandwich. It took a long time 
for me to come to a decision, as 
both sandwiches were very good. 
In the end, though, I feel that 
Sibby’s was better. 

Don’t get me wrong, I 
enjoyed both places’ barbeque. 
Both establishments are very great 
and had great service. I enjoyed 
myself at both places. They both 
had a great atmosphere and were 
helpful to my every need. The 
main thing is, this war is all about 
the dishes and Sibby’s pulled 
pork was just better. 

At BBQ Country, I had 
the pulled pork BBQ sandwich. 
I ordered my food and sat down. 
As I bit down on the sandwich, 
it was very juicy and delicious. 
I finished the whole sandwich, 
and the fries  that it came with. 
As I scarfed down the delicious 
sandwich, I knew I was miss-
ing something. I just could not 
tell what it was. It just did not 
do everything that I wished a 
BBQ sandwich would do. I ul-
timately left the place wanting 
more from the sandwich. So I 

traveled over to Sibby’s, hop-
ing to find that missing link. 
 I traveled to Sibby’s and 
sat down with my steaming pulled 
pork BBQ sandwich. I smiled as I 
held it up to my face. I knew it 
was going to be good as soon as  
put it close to my face. I took a 
bite, and it was amazing. I was 
in awe as this sandwich entered 
my mouth. I chewed down and 
enjoyed every bite. This sand-
wich was what I was waiting for. 
I could not believe that the other 
BBQ joint I picked, was the one 
I was waiting for. I ate the whole 
thing in record time, and this time 
I wanted more, but only because 
it was so delicious. The sandwich 
was juicy and had the perfect 

amount of everything that a good 
BBQ sandwich needs. Perfect 
meat, sauce, and even slaw. I en-
joyed every second I was eating 
the sandwich, I did not even want 
to put it down so I could take a 
sip of water. It was an incredi-
ble sandwich for an incredible 
restaurant and overall place to be. 
 I enjoyed traveling to 
both of these places. Both of 
these places are definitely worth 
traveling to and sitting down 
and enjoying anything on these 
eclectic menus. Even though both 
places were equally amazing, 
I’ve gotta give it to Sibby’s when 
it comes to their pulled pork.

Food Wars: BBQ Fight Fest
by Philip James
~Sports Editor

This sandwich from Sibby’s was this month’s winner. 
Image courtesy of http://www.sibbysbbq.com/ .

Giselle De La Iglesia- 
Sophomore

1. TOPS- “Way To Be Loved”
2. Leon Bridges- “River”
3. John Legend- “You & I 
(Nobody In The World)”

4. The Walters- “I Love You So”
5.Someone-“Nobody Knows”

6. Voxtrot- “The Start of 
Something”

7. TV Girl- “Lovers Rock”
8. Tame Impala- “The Less I 

Know The Better”
9. Sports- “Panama”

10. Raphael Scadis- “Love 
That Girl”

Grace Curry- 
Junior

1. Nickelback- “Next 
Contestant”

2. Skillet- “Feel Invincible”
3. Matthew West- “Hello My 

Name Is”
4. Skillet- “Comatose”

5. Hunter Hayes- “Rescue”
6. Jon Pardi- “Heartache On 

the Dance Floor”
7. Nickelback- “Lullaby”

8. Chris Stapleton- “Parachute”
9. Van Halen- “Dreams”

10. Matthew West- “Grace Wins”

Natalie Pearson- 
Freshman

1.Sam Hunt- “Body Like A 
Back Road”

2. Khalid- “Saved”
3. Sam Hunt- “Breakup In 

A Small Town”
4. Post Malone- 

“Congratulations ft. Quavo” 
5. Sam Hunt- “Make You 

Miss Me”
6. D Rose-  “Lil Pump”

7. Travis Scott ft. Kendrick 
Lamar- “Goosebumps”

8. Bruno Mars- “That’s What 
I Like”

9. Kendrick Lamar- “HUMBLE”
10. Post Malone- “Candy Paint”
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 Shawn Mendes Wows 
Crowd at Illuminate 

World Tour
by Tacey Corbin

~Assistant Editor-in-Chief

Reaching the Summit of 
Science Fiction

by Claire Fetgatter
~Entertainment Editor

 On August 19th, 2017 
Shawn Mendes performed at the 
Capital One Arena, previously 
known as Verizon Center, starting 
at 7:30pm. I brought my friend 
Christi, who is from Manassas. 
The drive there was extremely 
long with a lot of traffic because 
of all the people going. We left 
my house around 5 p.m. and got 
there around 6:30. Once we got 
into D.C., we had to find park-
ing, which took forever. Finally, 
we got into the line to go through 
security. There were people sell-
ing water bottles, and people 
playing music on the streets out-
side of the arena. The lines went 
across two streets and down the 
sidewalk. Security did not take 
that long. Once you got through, 
one of the security guards 
would use their wand to scan 
you, then you were free to go. 
 Once inside, you 
showed the guard your ticket  and 
they would point you in the right 
direction. We were on the fourth 
level all the way at the top so we 
had to go up four escalators. Once 
we got all the way up, we walked 
around the circle to find our actu-
al seats, which were about 3 or 4 
rows down from the top and di-
rectly in front of the stage. Once 
in our seats, about 10 minutes later 
his opening act Charlie Puth came 
out and opened with “We Don’t 
Talk Anymore.” He sang 3 or 4 
more songs and ended with “See 
You Again.” His set of songs was-
well put together. He told a story 
about his song “See You Again,” 
saying it was about a friend.  
 There was a 30 minute 
break in between. Christi and 
I went out to go get a drink and 
these two girls came up to us and 
asked if we were on the fourth 
level and we said yes so they 
asked if we would like their tick-
ets because they got upgraded and 
these tickets were on the first level 
so we of course said yes and took 
them. Once they handed us the 
tickets,  we went down to the first 
level and when we got down there 
the seats were less than a tennis 
court away from stage B.The girl 
that was beside us was super nice 
and we got along with her really 
well. After about 20 minutes they 
began to start the Illuminate open-
ing message. Screams filled the 
stadium as Shawn Mendes came 

out on stage. Once he got on stage 
he started to sing “There’s Noth-
ing Holding Me Back.” Follow-
ing that song he sang a few songs 
from his other album, “Handwrit-
ten.” He then began to sing a med-
ley from “Handwritten,” consist-
ing of ,”I Don’t Even Know Your 
Name,”“Aftertaste,” and “Kid in 
Love,” He was on stage A all the 
way up through singing “Ruin.”  
 After that he had a short 
intermission. After that it was 
completely silent and all of a sud-
den a group of girls 2 seats down 
from Christi and I  started scream-
ing and at that time Shawn came 
running out and made his way to 
stage B. He ran up and sat down 
at the piano and began to play and 
sing a cover of Ed Sheeran’s “Cas-
tle on the Hill.” He sang “Life 
Of The Party,” “Three Empty 
Words,” “Patience,” and “Ros-
es” while on stage B and talked 
to his fans for a little bit. He ran 
back to stage A and finished out 
the set with “Treat You Better.” 
The concert ended around 9 p.m. 
 As he was singing 
“Treat You Better,” a girl behind 
us started crying and saying that 
she did not want it to be over. Af-
ter we got out of the venue, we 
went to find the car but ended up 
in a crowd that was waiting for 
Shawn’s tour bus to leave. We 
stood out there for around two and 
a half hours. We made a friend 
named Kait while we were out 
there and she was also extremely 
nice. Shawn’s tour bus finally left 
The Verizon Center around 11:40. 
Finally Christi and I got to the 
car and went home. We got home 
around 12:30 then went to bed. 
 Looking back on the 
concert, Christi and I had so 
much fun. The songs were 
great, it was a fun experience, 
and we even got upgraded.

The album responsible for it all. 
Image courtesy of 

www.shawnmendesofficial.com.

 I’ve read a good amount of sci-
fi books. They all have amazing 
worlds that are nothing close 
to the one we have today. Some 
authors try to include situations 
that are a bastardization of mod-
ern events so they can needle in 
their opinion about their real-life 
equivalents. Most of those parts 
in books I’ve read don’t really 
work as a good comparison at 
all. Most events in history have 
a whole slew of other things that 
built up to the situation in ques-
tion, and sci-fi books often ignore 
that. “The Thousandth Floor” 
by Katharine McGee does this 
comparison wonderfully. Techni-
cally, it’s a science fiction novel, 
but it really transcends genres. 
It’s a futuristic dystopia where 
everyone is convinced things 
are amazing with an overarch-
ing mystery that starts on the 
very first page. Even though it is 
YA fiction, this book manages to 
show the injustice and corruption 
of certain people in a way that 
I’ve only really seen in classics. 
 The premise of this book 
is that in 2118 most of New York 
City’s population lives within a 
thousand-story skyscraper. The 
classes are separated, but not 
with physical barriers like in oth-
er dystopian novels. The system 
in place seems to be like what we 
have now, just in the future when 
other people have made trillions 
and quadrillions on their inven-
tions and businesses as opposed 
to the billions a significant few 
make today. The richest people, 
or “highliers,” live in the highest 
floors of the Tower, in a world 
where they don’t ever have to 
spare a thought on money or the 
poor people barely getting by 
hundreds of floors beneath their 
feet. The book’s story focuses on 
people living throughout the Tow-
er who are dealing with a wide 
range of problems. On the upper 
floors live characters Leda Cole, 
Eris Dodd-Radson, and Avery 
Fuller. Leda and Avery were best 
friends and have both started to 
fall out due to the lies they have to 
keep from each other. The secrets 
they hold could devastate each 
other and they are forced to run 
through the obstacle course that is 
high-society life without ruining 
their lives. Eris Dodd-Radson has 
to deal with some problems of 
her own when she finds out that 
she is not her father’s daughter 
and is kicked out of her home and 
forced to live all the way down 
on the 103rd floor. On the low-

er levels live Watt Bakradi and 
Rylin Meyers. Watt is a computer 
genius who created an illegal AI 
when he was thirteen. Now with 
this AI permanently ingrained 
into his brain, he works as a hack-
er to save up enough money for 
college. He soon takes a hacking 
job that puts him right in the mid-
dle of the highliers’ strange and 
dangerous world. Rylin Meyers 
was forced to drop out of school 
to provide for her sister after their 
mother died a couple of years 
ago. Now she’s barely getting by, 
living with at least one late bill  
at any point in time. All this is 
about to change when she is of-
fered a job as a maid to the son of 
the family her mom worked for. 
 Something that I find 
really interesting with this book 
is the fact that the characters 
all have different backgrounds. 
Though these characters all cross 
paths at one point or another, 
they all lead very separate lives, 
especially when it comes to the 
rich ones and the characters who 
are struggling. Many scenes take 
place where characters rent hov-
ercrafts or use their own private 
helicopters so they can go straight 
to their apartment. People will go 
out for a casual shopping spree 
and buy tailor-made clothes at a 
moment’s notice without even 
looking at the bill. Here’s an ex-
ample of something really ridic-
ulous. Avery Fuller lives on the 
highest floor. Her family is so 
stupendously rich, she was genet-
ically engineered to be the most 
beautiful person. Every year, at 
the beginning of the fashion sea-
son, designers come to the Tower 
and show off their new designs. 
Every year, Avery cleans out 
her closet, donating ridiculously 
expensive clothes that she only 
wore once to make room for all 
the outfits she’ll like and other 
outfits she feels obligated to buy 
since designers flock to her and 
proclaim she is their muse and 
that their collection this year was 
inspired by her. Yeah. On the 
other hand, Rylin Meyers had to 
drop out of high school after her 
mother died so she and her sister 
wouldn’t be placed into foster 
care. After her first time working 
at her new job as a maid, she is 
excited that she could try to pay 
off some of the leftover debt 
from their mother, even if that 
means being late on the rent for 
the third month. It’s pretty obvi-

ous that something is wrong with 
this picture, huh? This makes 
for a really interesting dynam-
ic when these characters from 
different worlds do interact and 
when they make decisions that ar-
en’t necessarily morally upright.
 One reason I think the 
classics we read today are clas-
sics is because these books speak 
to some part of the human con-
dition- the way we love, the way 
we grieve, and the way our up-
bringings can affect the way we 
see the world and what legacy 
we will eventually leave behind. 
Sometimes it seems like classics 
are beloved just because some 
stuffy old people centuries ago 
really liked them, but the emer-
gence of good books today shows 
how there is some true underlying 
cause as to why some stuffy old 
books are considered important. 
While reading“The Thousandth 
Floor,” I was shocked to see the 
progression of the characters and 
their downward spirals. This book 
was pretty much marketed as just 
another YA sci-fi book with a bit 
of a mystery. I was going to ask 
for this book at Christmas but de-
cided against it because it seemed 
like a cookie-cutter YA novel. I 
decided to read it for this book 
review simply because it was a 
new arrival at the library. I really 
underestimated it. It sounds like a 
classic novel if you’re really try-
ing to analyze it, but when you’re 
just reading it, it’s like an escapist 
reality show where you can look 
in on the rich people of the future 
and see what antics they’re get-
ting up to while their whole world 
crashes down around them from 
their bad decisions. After you 
finish the book, you’re left dumb-
founded and furious. I won’t give 
spoilers, but the fact that I’m still 
saying good things about the 
book is really saying something.
 Even though I’m saying 
this book is a lot like a classic, 
there is still a lot to be said about 
how “The Thousandth Floor” 
relates to modern life and the in-
equality between the classes. The 
characters in this book provide an 
engaging story and an insight into 
how people can react to changes in 
their lives that humans have tried 
to put onto paper for centuries. 
You won’t regret it if you read this 
book. Sometimes the characters 
make horrible decisions that will 
make you angry, but once you’re 
done reading the book you’ll 
want to rethink everything about 
these characters and this story.
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Excited about ordering your yearbook , but 
lacking the funds? Set up a pay plan! Simply pay 
$20 toward your yearbook, and we will place your 
order and send you reminders letting you know 

how much you owe. Easy! 
Pick up pay plan forms in rooom 264 today! 

 This year my mission 
is to eat healthy, but also yum-
my foods for lunch. Over the 
summer I realized how many 
calories I eat just during lunch 
and in general how unhealthi-
ly I eat, not only during sum-
mer , but also during the school 
year.  I have found a recipe or 
idea for a couple of days of the 
week and wanted to test them out. 
 The paleo diet is a diet 
some live by that does not al-
low you to eat certain things 
like dairy, cereal grains, refined 
sugar, potatoes, processed food, 
refined vegetable oils, salt, and 
legumes. So taking all of those 
restrictions into consideration, I 
decided to make buffalo chicken 
wraps to test out. I used grilled 
chicken, lettuce leaves, cherry 
tomatoes, an avocado, greens on-
ions, sea salt and black pepper. 
I prepped all the food the night 
before which included grilling 
the chicken, halving the cherry 
tomatoes, dicing the avocado, 

and slicing the green onions. To 
assemble the wraps, I laid out 
two lettuce leaves and topped 
them with all the ingredients and 
then rolled the wraps up. When I 
made them in the morning, it was 
hard to roll everything up in the 
lettuce. I would recommend not 
putting so much in it because the 
more that is in he wrap the harder 
it gets to roll. When it was time 
to eat them, I picked one up and 
all of the filling fell out and it 
was a mess. I decided to just turn 
all of it into a makeshift salad 
and it was actually very good. I 
would recommend the combina-
tion in a salad, but not a wrap.
 I made a burrito bowl to 
try out. You can always customize 
what meat and toppings you put 
inside to fit your likings. I put rice, 
chicken, tomato, cheese, lettuce, 
salsa, and sour cream in mine. I 
layered everything in a Tupper-
ware container. When I opened 

it up at lunchtime nothing really 
stayed layered, which is okay, be-
cause I was planning on mixing 
it together anyway. I used the mi-
crowaves to heat it up for about 
forty five seconds. When I sat 
back down, everything was deli-
cious. I really would recommend 
this because it filled me up and it 
did not take too long to prepare.
 I also found a recip-
ie for on-the-go shepherd's pie.  
I bought ground pork, instant 
mashed potatoes, corn, peas, and 
carrots. I cooked up everything 
and put in a container. Typically, 
shepard’s pie is in layers, meat on 
the bottom, vegetables, then the 
potatoes, so I layered everything 
and then packed it for lunch. 
When I got to lunch, everything 
stayed together nicely, so it wasn’t 
a mess by lunch time. I heated it 
up for about a minute and took 
my first bite. It tasted very good. 
Nothing was soggy or tasted odd.
Overall the recipes and ideas 
I tried were a success. . 

Cooking With Julia: 
Let’s Get Packin’

by Julia Hoffman
~Center~Spread Editor

August Solar Eclipse Throws Shade
by Brittany Kilburn

~Center~Spread Editor

 On Monday, August 
21st, 2017 there was a solar 
eclipse. According to National 
Geographic, it was the first solar 
eclipse to been seen anywhere in 
the U.S. since 1979, and the first to 
be seen from coast to coast since 
1918. The last total solar eclipse 
that was seen on the U.S. soil was 
in 1776. The recent eclipse was 
a sixty-seven mile wide path. It 
reached over fourteen different 
states. The states it reached were, 
Oregon through Idaho, Wyo-
ming, Nebraska, Kansas, Iowa, 
Missouri, Illinois, Kentucky, In-
diana, Tennessee, North Caroli-
na, Georgia, and South Carolina. 
It started at 10:16am in Oregon. 
It ended at 2:48pm in Charleston. 
 The moon’s orbit falls 
directly between the sun and the 
Earth causing the eclipse to hap-

pen. It is not exactly rare. It can 
occur somewhere on the Earth 
every eighteen months or so. At 
any given spot, a solar eclipse 
can only been seen only once 
every three hundred and seven-
ty-five years. More than twelve 
million people will be able ex-
perience it without even leav-
ing the comfort of their home. 
 The word that was 
spread around was if you were 
to look up at the sky without the 
glasses, it could burn your eyes. 
When you looked at the sun, you 
could see the moon. The glass-
es had to be a shade of fourteen 
or higher. There was a recall 
on a certain pair of the glass-
es and you could not use them.
 “I was right outside 
the cafeteria with Mrs.Conner’s 
class. We had to share glass-

es with another class. I thought 
it was so cool being able to 
look up and see the sun with-
out hurting or going blind,” 
said senior Brooke Hutchison.      
 Dr.Atkins, a science 
teacher, has never experienced an 
eclipse before. He believed that 
it would have been a great ex-
perience to see it.  During fourth 
block, Dr.Atkins took his class 
outside and had glasses for them to
see it happen. 
 “The eclipse was ex-
actly what I was hoping for. 
My class and I tried two dif-
ferent techniques. We had the 
glasses and a paper plate with 
a pin hole in the middle and 
they both worked,” says Atkins. 
 The solar eclipse was a 
big deal to a lot of the students and 
teachers and many got to watch it 

from NASA on the school’s TV. 
NASA did a live broadcast 
from all over the fourteen 
states. Other classes streamed 
the coverage via internet,
 “I was in English, so 
from where the classroom was, 
I could not see the sun from the 
window. My teacher turned on the 
broadcast and we watched it from 
there. I believe that the broadcast 
was from each of the states. It was 
really amazing be able to see it 
and experience it in high school,” 
said sophomore Leah Eckert. 
 There were teachers 
who were able to see out their 
windows but it was hard to see it.  
 Everyone was excited 
to see the eclipse during school..
 When students looked up to the 
sky with the glasses, they could 
see a little orange circle with a 

black dot on it. It was the moon. 
When the school let out fifteen 
minutes late, the students who 
had glasses shared with the stu-
dents who did not have any.
“It was very breathtaking 
and astonishing,” said se-
nior Breana Stachowicz.  
Breana and her boyfriend 
stopped before getting in 
their cars and heading home 
to experience it together.  
 When the solar eclipse 
happens, the totality only last 
a couple of seconds to a lit-
tle over two minutes, de-
pending on where you are.
The next total solar eclipse 
will happen in 2024. 

Come out to your local Subway!
11077 Marsh Rd C, 
Bealeton, VA 22712

(540)-439-9054
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 On August 24, 2017, 
Taylor Swift released her new 
breakout single, “Look What 
You Made Me Do”. The song 
was deemed a revenge an-
them from Swift, therefore 
the song became a huge hit. 
 However, what caught 
my eye was not only her abra-
sive and scathing words, but 
her scene where she is laying in 
the tub of diamonds. Seriously, 
did you see that smokey eye? 
 I decided that I wanted 
to copy her smokey eye and bold 
lip look, however, I do not have 
the time or money to be buying 
the high end, 24 karat gold, super 
magical products that Taylor’s 
makeup artists probably used on 
her. I live in the real world, so I 
buy my makeup on a budget. An 
aspiring makeup artist like my-
self can’t afford to throw away 
all her money on only a few good 
products (though try I might).
 So, I set out to do re-
search and find inexpensive dupes 
of the high end products that were 
probably used on Taylor’s face. 
Then, I purchased a few drugstore 
products and some of my own. 
 Taylor has a relatively 
clear complexion, so I tested out 
a few light foundations at Sepho-
ra. The lightweight foundation I 
found was a Nars All Day Lumi-

nous & Weightless Foundation.
The consistency was light enough 
to get full coverage and had a va-
riety of shades. However, it was 
priced at a whopping $47.00! So I 
made my trip to Ulta to test out a 
few cheaper products. The May-
belline Matte & Poreless FitMe 
foundation was almost identical to 
the Nars foundation, but priced at 
only $7.99! When putting it on, it 
blended very easily and matched 
almost all models perfectly.
 For concealer, I tested 
the Tarte Shape Tape versus the 
Elf concealer. The Shape Tape is 
definitely a lot thicker and gave 
much more coverage, but was 
priced at $25.00. The Elf conceal-
er was only $3.00 and was a ton 
thinner, but extremely buildable. 
I wasn’t too incredibly impressed 
with the consistency but the build-
able coverage was a definite go.
 When it came to blush, 
highlight, and contour, I had very 
many options. Nars has a won-
derful blush called “Torrid” and 
resembled the exact same color 
on Taylor’s face, however it was 
$30.00. What was awesome was 
that a makeup specialist at Ulta 
showed me the exact duplicate 
of the shade from the Ulta Beau-
ty collection called Honey Bun-
ny. The awesome part was that 
it had a very similar consistency 

and color and was only $9.00. I 
noticed that Taylor didn’t have 
a very bold highlight, so I knew 
instantly that Laura Geller’s 
Baked Gelato Swirl Illumina-
tor in Diamond Dust would be 
perfect, however, it was $26.00. 
Since I was doing both contour 
and highlight, I decided to use 
the Elf Cosmetics Contour Pal-
ette, priced at only $6.00. This 
palette had four colors, includ-
ing a sheer nude color, a high-
light powder, a light brown con-
tour, and a dark brown contour. 
I reach for this palette a lot out-
side of these demos, because the 
different colors can be used for 
eyebrows, bronzer, and the usu-
al contour and highlight. I com-
pared the Elf contour powder to 
the NYX powder contour, which 
to me seemed very identical, mi-
nus the $19.00 price difference.
 The main event of Tay-
lor’s look was by far her bold 
smokey eye. I own the Urban 
Decay Smoky Eye Palette, orig-
inally priced at $52.00. I abso-
lutely love this palette because 
the colors are very blendable and 
pigmented. However, that high 
of a price for 12 shades did seem 
a bit out of the question. Now, 
when it came to a smokey eye, 
there are a ton of similar palettes 
but the one I found to be almost 

identical was the Makeup Rev-
olution Iconic Smokey Palette. 
I did not get a chance to test the 
feel or pigmentation of the colors 
because Ulta was out, but the col-
ors were literally identical. Since 
Ulta was out of the Makeup Rev-
olution palette, I decided to use a 
combination of products. For the 
base, I used a beige shade from 
LA Girls’ Nude Palette. Then, I 
swept a dark shade into the crease 
and gently patted on a silver spar-
kle tone from an Elf Duo, priced 
at $3.00. The colors were great, 
however, I did have a difficult 
time blending the darker color. 
 And lastly, I tackled 
Taylor’s bold red lip. I was most 
excited about this because so 
many brands have a variety of 
shades of red and I had so much 
selection. I started out at Sepho-
ra and found the prettiest, hottest 
shade of red I could. This was 
from Nars and was called “Le 
Palace”, as well as a shade from 
Stila called “Beso”. These were 
absolutely perfect and I immedi-
ately fell in love. It took every-
thing in me to not spend $22.00-
$26.00 on a liquid lipstick. With 
much disappointment but high 
hopes, I searched. The color I 
ended up using was something a 
fellow editor bought totally un-
used and only for $1. However, 

it did not have a name or brand 
on the bottle! It was a wonderful 
color and powerful consistency. If 
you are looking for a dupe for a 
bold red lip for a special occasion 
such as prom or homecoming, 
Maybelline’s Color Sensational 
Vivid Matte Liquid Lip Color in 
Red Punch is a wonderful option.
 I didn’t cover every 
single look such as mascara and 
primer, however, I did find some 
wonderful dupes of high end 
products that possibly could’ve 
been used on Taylor’s face. I ab-
solutely love Smashbox’s Pho-
to Finish primer. This is priced 
at a whopping $38.00 available 
in 1 fl. Oz. You could purchase 
a mini version for $10.00 or get 
Revlon’s Stay Matte primer for 
$10.00 but for a bigger size. Both 
are super great and prevent foun-
dation and concealer from setting 
into fine lines and oxidizing. For 
mascara, my all time favorite is 
Benefit’s “They’re Real” Mas-
cara, though it is priced in the 
high $20s. However, Loreal’s 
Voluminous Lash Paradise mas-
cara has been known to be a per-
fect dupe for a similar Too Faced 
Mascara, and is priced at $10.00. 
I loved copying this Taylor Swift 
look. I am very pleased with 
the outcome and will hopeful-
ly be doing another dupe soon! 

Taylor Swift, Look What You Made Us Do
by Kristina Rigsby
~Editor-In-Chief

 Fashion bargaining 
means an object is bought at a 
cheaper cost than expected. It is 
very helpful at times when things 
are hard with money. Many 
times, last season’s clothes will 
go on sale for a cheaper price 
so it is good to bargain hunt.
  “Fashion is all about 
you and what you love to wear. 
It is a way to express and define 
yourself. When I go shopping 
and try to find the things that 
express me, it is kind of stress-
ful with the cost until I find the 
right price range that fits my bud-
get,” said senior Devontae Jones. 
 A new school year 
means a new wardrobe. Going 
school shopping can be very 
hard. One must try to make sure 
there is enough money for the 
supplies, backpacks and clothes. 
Finding your supplies at Walmart 
or Family Dollar can be a big 
help. They have low prices and 
awesome deals. You just have 
to catch them at the right time. 
 To get some of the best 

deals, go shopping on the “tax 
free” weekend which happens 
right before the school year 
starts back up. The clothing ar-
ticles will go on sale and be 
on clearance racks.  
 You can even go year  
round shopping  to save. Year 
round shopping is when you 
shop for last season. For exam-
ple when you shop for some 
summer clothes in the fall.
  “I get clothes any-
where. It does not matter what 
the price is or the style. When I 
like the design of the clothing, 
I will buy it no matter what,” 
said senior Mikaela Carson.
 Some people go and try 
to find the sales. Parents and stu-
dents shop for the cheap clothes 
because of having to pay bills, 
and money can be tight for peo-
ple. Some clothing can be made as 
a “knock-off” and that means the 
cost of the clothing is cheaper than 
the original article of clothing. 
 Thrift stores have lots 
of cute and afordable clothes. 

Some may even be unworn still 
with the tags attached to them.  
 “I like to get expen-
sive clothing, but if I am able 
to get the same type of clothing 
as a knock-off and it's cheap, 
I am perfectly okay with it,” 
said sophomore Bryce Oswald. 
 As you get older and 
your fashion preferences become 
more sophisticated, the prices of 
your clothes will go up. So being 
able to find the clothes on sale is a 
big deal. Several people find bar-
gain shopping easier to save mon-
ey. Some parents and students 
are price-conscious shoppers.
  “I buy according to 
price, quality, and the style. If 
I can save money I will. I real-
ly enjoy shopping, I think it is 
very entertaining and relaxing. I 
spend the most on shoes, though. 
I would rather shop in the stores 
than online,” said Urias-Martinez.
 Students shop for more 
casual styles and colors than adult 
consumers. High priced apparel 
is sold to the populationthat is 

made up of the few people who 
can buy high-fashion clothing. 
The  clothes we on see  models 
walking down the runway are not 
what most typical high school-
ers and their  parents can afford.
  “I am not really a big 
saver on money when it comes 
to shopping. If I like something, 
I will totally get it. The most I 
spend my money on is my dress-
es.” said senior Amanda Gusa. 
 Some stores where stu-
dents  can shop for bargains at 
are Ross, Walmart, Sears, Kmart, 
Kohl's, Rue21, Salvation Army, 
and Marshalls. These stores have 
some great deals during the back 
to school sale and a lot of people 
go and shop there. The cloth-
ing is pretty and usually cheap. 
  “I will shop at Sears 
in the Lands End section. I love 
the clearance racks. I always 
look for the most fashionable 
clothes and get the designer 
handbags” said Mrs. Hermes. 
 Fashion is very person-
al at our age and buying clothes 

that are in style and cheap is 
important. Nowadays, every-
one has their own fashion style 
so they can express themselves 
in whatever way they choose.
  “I enjoy looking nice 
because I feel like people judge. 
Other days, I just do not care 
what I look like because no mat-
ter what, people will judge,” said 
sophomore Gabrielle Miller.
  Many people love shop-
ping clearance and disscounted 
items. It is  a great way to save a 
few dollars when times are tough 
but also stay fashionable.Shop-
ping is expensive but can be aford-
able if  you take the time to look.
 “I love shopping at 
Rue21 and Kohls, It’s a great 
stress reliver and I always look 
for sales they have so I do not 
have to spend as much as I would 
on  the regularly priced items,” 
said senior Brooke Hutchison. 

        Back to School Has Students Hunting For Bargains  
by Brittany Kilburn

~Center-Spread Editor
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Competition Cheer Takes First at Sherando
by Zoe Lowe

~Features Editor
 Liberty High School has 
a jv sideline cheer team, varsity 
sideline cheer team, and a com-
petition cheer team. The sideline 
teams hold tryouts in the begin-
ning of May, and have practice 
throughout the summer. The 
competition team holds tryouts in 
the beginning of August, and it is 
a very demanding sport mentally 
and physically. You have to have 
the endurance for at least a two 
minute and thirty-second rou-
tine full of stunts, and tumbling, 
and cheering. You also have to 
have the memory to remember 
counts, and all of your spots. 
 The varsity sideline 
team travels with the varsity 
football team to away games, 
and stays home for home games. 
Competition travels to oth-
er schools for competitions. 

	 “This	 year	 is	 my	 first	
year on the mat, but I am really 
excited. Our goal this year is to 
make it to states, and win. Honest-
ly I am kind of nervous about it, 
because you have to be prepared 
for anything, and you have to hit 
with complete perfection,” said 
sophomore Hannah Hall-Salem.
 Liberty’s competition 
team	 had	 their	 first	 competition	
on September 19th at Sherando 
High School, competing against 
seven other schools. The com-
petition team was excited to see 
what this season has in store 
for	 them	 on	 and	 off	 the	 mat.	
 “I like growing as a 
cheer family. We have worked 
so hard since August to learn to 
work together as a team, and 

to make progress in tremen-
dous ways. I am beyond ex-
cited for this competition sea-
son,” said junior Cassie Dehn.
 The junior varsity 
cheer team has a total of nine 
cheerleaders. They travel to 
home and away games, along 
with their coach Shannon Con-
ley. They work hard on stunts, 
chants, and jumps for game 
prep the day before a jv game. 
 “We are like a grow-
ing family. It is crazy how 
many new people you can meet, 
and how many new friends 
you can make by being on the 
cheer team. I love team din-
ners because we get to hang out, 
and chill out before games,” 
said sophomore Sarah Estes.

 There is nothing that 
hypes the cheer team up more 
than a varsity home game on 
a Friday night. Seeing the sta-
dium full of the Liberty High 
School community, there to cheer 
on the football team with you. 
 “I feel like it brings the 
school together because we all get 
together and dress up in the colors 
that the Eagles’ Nest has chosen, 
and go and support our football 
team. We have an amazing time 
together,” said junior Taylor Cash.   
				Every	sport	has	many	different	
things they have to do to prepare 
for a game, competition, or meet. ]
 “I cheered all four years 
of high school, but I did not cheer 
competition until my sophomore 
year Between my three years of 

being on the mat the cheer rou-
tines have changed a lot. The dif-
ficulty	level,	and	skills	in	the	rou-
tines are way more advanced than 
we what we used to use. When 
making a cheer routine it takes a 
lot of hard work, time, and dedica-
tion. Everyone really has to come 
together and work their hard-
est,” said senior Kylie Bridges 
 Every team also needs 
to work together to get their work 
done to the best of their ability. 
 “Cheer would not be 
fun without my teammates, 
we work so well together we 
can accomplish anything,” 
said senior Tatiyana Younger. 
   Competition  cheer took   
first	 place	 out	 of	 six	 oth-
er teams at Sherando  with 
a straight bid to regionals.

Band Marches In Step
by Tacey Corbin

~Assistant Editor-in-Chief
 The marching band’s 
show this year is called “Para-
normal.” It is about a girl that 
finds	 herself	 in	 haunted	 woods	
and makes her way into a haunt-
ed house. The color guard is 
heavily involved in the show 
this year. They are the ghosts 
that are trying to capture the 
girl. Many of the band members 
have done band for a really long 
time, which has allowed them to 
befriend many of the members.
 “I have been in march-
ing band for 4 years, I like Mr. 
Lombardo's’ rehearsal style and 
I am also friends with most of 
the band members. The over-
all progress and my progress in 
particular are both coming along 
really well and I am excited to 
see how far we can go this sea-
son,” said senior Nathan Wilkins. 
 With the band having 
a new director band members 
are adjusting to a new leader-
ship style.  The show has been 
coming along very well and 
is now getting visuals put into 
it and it has props this year.
 “I’ve played trombone 
since sixth grade. From the mo-
ment I picked it up I fell in love 
with it. Mr. Lombardo is a won-
derful band director, and I can tell 
that he takes pride in everything he 
does. He’s helped make our show 
progress to an incredible level. 
We’ve all memorized our drill and 
have started adding in the visu-
als,” said senior Danny Mihalek.
 This year’s show has 
three	 different	 movements	 that	

are divided into sets. Every 
movement has its own story 
which is created by the band 
members because the movements 
and visuals they have to do.
 “This is my third year 
doing it and I could not ask for bet-
ter. The show this year has gone 
from being just another show to it 
being an experience with a story. 
We’ve came so far from just the 
and music, now the props, sound-
board,	 and	 flash	making	 it	more	
of an actual story. Not to men-
tion the amazing guard keeping 
the story going the entire show,” 
said junior Shannon Murray. 
 The new band direc-
tor	 is	definitely	a	big	part	of	 the	
progress coming along on the 
field	 and	 throughout	 the	 music.
 “Right now the band 
is where it should be in the be-
ginning of September. I would 
say the band is to a certain ex-
tent exceeding my expectations.
We will have more to accom-
plish by assessment in Novem-
ber and every show I believe 
we need to shoot for those high 
standards,”	 said	 first	 year	 band	
director Mr. Lombardo. H a v -
ing a new band director can be 
stressful but it also has its perks 
and helps in certain categories
 “I really enjoy marching 
band and the way Mr. Lombar-
do explains everything. I chose 
to do it because my sisters did 
it and they really enjoyed it,” 
said freshman Riley Loudin. 

Athletic Trainers Focus on Fixes
by Deangelo Jenkins

~Staff Reporter
 Sports in Bealeton Vir-
ginia  are huge especially when it 
comes down to students , teach-
ers , and parents. So many people 
come out to each and every game 
to cheer on Liberty High School 
students. This 
means it is very 
important that our 
student athletes are 
well taken care of. 
Here at Liberty, we 
offer	 	 a	 program	
for students that 
teaches them how 
to help athletes that 
have been hurt on 
the	 field.	 Athletic	
trainers are a group 
of students who 
learn how to treat 
injured athletes. 
Students who take 
this class learn 
communica t ion 
skills in addition to 
basic medical skills. This is 
important because some athletes 
would rather tough it out and con-
tinue playing in the game, not re-
alizing how serious their injuries 
are. Luckily, our athletic trainers 
are well trained and will tell these 
players that they need to take a 
break from the game to get better. 
 Our athletic train-
ers are faced with many inju-
ry related situations and rely 
on quick and skilled think-
ing to help solve the problem. 
 Athletic trainers are 
trained	 in	 basic	 first	 aid	 and	 are	
ready to help in any situation 
until medical professionals ar-
rive to the scene. Mrs. Carter is 
Liberty’s head athletic trainer-

and instructs her trainers both 
in	 classes	 and	 on	 the	 field.	 Her	

students leave her program with 
both	 knowledge	 and	 confidence	
in treating injured athletes.
 So what is it like 
to be an athletic train-
er at high school    level? 
 “Being an athletic 
trainer is fun because you get 
to	 be	 on	 the	 field	 and	 have	 to	
run	 out	 on	 the	 field	 if	 some-
one is injured so you can help 
them,” said senior Bailey Norris 
 “Being a trainer in-
volves a lot of quick think-
ing,	 especially	 on	 the	 field,”	
said senior Bailey Norris 
 “The most import-
ant traits for an athletic trainer 
to possess are quick thinking, 

staying focussed , and team-
work,”said senior Bailey Norris 
Students who are interested in 
becoming athletic trainers should 
consider learning more about the 
program by talking to some of the 

current trainers. 
“My advice would 
be that if you are not  
serious or commit-
ted, then I would not 
take this class. You 
have to study a lot; 
it is not a class you 
mess around in,” said 
senior Bailey Norris 
 Athletic train-
ing is an investment 
with lots of study 
and hard work. Stu-
dents who are very 
focused and are 
good at managing 
their time would 
most likely be suc-
cessful as trainers.

 Although this class requires 
tons of study and work,  in the end, 
students are equipped to handle 
almost any situation that comes 
their	way	when	out	 on	 the	field.								
This	 is	 a	 fun	 program	 filled	
with excitement and oppor-
tunities to help other people .
 To learn more about ath-
letic training, stop by the train-
ing room and talk to Mrs. Carter.

The Fall 2017 Athletic Trainers gather on the football 
field. Photo courtesy of Talon Yearbook Staff. 
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Cross Country Strides 

Into This Season
by Julia Hoffman

~Centerspread Editor
 Cross country is all 
about speed. It exercises endur-
ance as well as stamina. Many of 
the players run for all sorts of rea-
sons. Why they run makes them 
happier and their sportsmanship 
better. Even some have been 
running since they remember. 
 “I have been running 
since the 3rd grade but when I 
moved here to Liberty, I took a 
pause and came back my junior 
year, I started running because 
at the time that was the only 
thing I was good at. Since I was 
small, I have enjoyed running 
and it also clears my mind when 
I run.” said senior Kate Lopez.
 “Cross country is not 
just a sport it’s a way of life, I run 
because cross country because it 
reminds me of how great it feels 
to be alive, I love a challenge 
and my biggest challenge is not 
someone else. It is the ache in 
your lungs and the burning in 
your legs, and the voice inside 
you that yells you can not but 
you do not listen to it, you push 
harder. Then you hear the whis-
per I can and you discover that 
the person you thought you were 
is no match for the one you real-
ly.” said senior Michelle Ponce.
 Cross country is a pret-
ty personal sport in the way that 
you it is up to your skills and your 
speed to reach the finish line but, 
the most effective way for a team 
to communicate and work togeth-
er is the bond they make with 
each other. The better the commu-
nication the better the practices 
and meets go. It takes many peo-
ple to make one big connection.

 “Every run is a blessing 
and I am proud of every run I do. 
Fast, slow, long or unexpected-
ly short simply because I did it, 
alone. But my team motivates me 
too, we build muscles. We build 
character. We grow stronger. We 
grow bolder. We push up. We 
push limits. We sweat. We laugh. 
We achieve. Together, today and 
every day as a team,” said Ponce.
 “I recently moved here-
from California and being on the 
team makes me feel more at home 
here. Knowing if I need to talk to 
anyone, I can go anyone on cross 
country and they will be there for 
me. The team already feels like 
a second family. I am definitely 
enjoying my season so far be-
cause I have made so many new 
friends. Cross country is also a 
great way for me to get in shape.” 
said freshman Erin Yancey.
 This year the team is 
adding a new addition, and that 
is coach Andrea Rodman. She 
coached cross country at Cedar 
Lee Middle School. The coaches 
of a team make the players more 
educated and are the foundation of 
the team. Without them volunteer-
ing their time to help others, many 
would not be able to play a sport.
 “I started coaching 
cross country at Liberty in 2015 
as a way to get involved. I love 
to run so it seemed like a per-
fect fit.” said Coach Leigh.
 “Coach Rodman is 
a great coach, she pushes ev-
eryone to do their best and 
to always work hard.” said 
sophomore Bianca Purpura.

Swinging Into a Great Season
by Julia Hoffman

~Centerspread Editor
 Golf has really been try-
ing to bring in more players. Golf 
is a sport of patience and concen-
tration. The goal of the sport is get 
the ball into the hole with as min-
imal strokes as possible. Some 
of students here at Liberty love 
this sport and are dedicated to it.
 “Golf season starts 
August 1st, about two weeks 
before school starts. We make 
announcements in the spring-
time before school is out. One 
of golf parents had special lawn 
signs made for us to put on cam-
pus to advertise. That was real-
ly helpful. We did this last June 
and we had a few calls because 
of that.” said Coach Mesick
 “I play golf because it 
has lead me to meet some great 
people. I started playing because 
I have had too many injuries in 
soccer so my brother got me into 
playing golf. My teammates are 
great, we are all like family.” 
said sophomore Julia Gleason.
 “I love golf because 
I love being outside, being 
outside and enjoying all the 
courses is something I love.” 
said senior Scott Michanco
Everyone needs a mentor to help 
guide, coach, and help them 

through challenges. Learning new 
skills and tips from the person they 
look up to the most really puts 
their perspective in the right place. 
 “I really look up to 
Coach Mesick. I always go to her 
for advice and help because she 
is so patient with everyone and I 
really admire that.” said Gleason.
 “I look up to my swing 
coach, Alex, he works from Hay-
market. He has worked with me 
since I was little and has devel-
oped my game to where I am 
today. I go to him for advice. He 
is very good at what he does.” 
said sophomore Nathan Lilly
 “I admire Tiger Woods, 
he has such a great and inspir-
ing story and watching him helps 
motivate me.” said Michanco.
 So far the team has 
played five games total and has 
had some hard losses. Every 
player is still determined to work 
harder and better themselves, 
and the coaches are ready and 
willing to get them there. Their 
upcoming games are at Gener-
als Ridge against Manassas Park 
on September 12th. Districts 
is at Fauquier Springs Country 

Club on September 20th, and 
regionals is at Loudon County 
Golf Club on September 28th.
 “Although the team has 
not won any meets yet I feel that 
the team is working their hardest 
and I have definitely improved a 
lot. This is my first year on a team 
playing the sport but I played of-
ten when I was little. I thought 
joining the team would be a great 
way to get involved and to start 
off high school. The team bond is 
great, everybody gets along well,” 
said freshman Emily Markley.
 “This year we have 
four freshman on our team, two 
of them are brand new to the 
game of golf, and one senior, 
Scott Michanco, is a good play-
er already who just wanted to try 
golf his senior year! To the new 
golfers, we’re teaching them the 
fundamentals to prepare them 
for next year’s competitions. 
The other two, Emily Markley 
and Jacob McCoy, already have 
great fundamentals so they’ve 
been our starters for our varsi-
ty golf matches,” said Mesick.

Clearing Away the Competition
by Claire Fetgatter

~Entertainment Editor
 Liberty High School’s 
jv and varsity field hockey 
teams have both started off the 
season with some victories. 
 “I think we won the first 
game we had because of our great 
offense. It was a bit of an adjust-
ment for me in the beginning, as 
this is my first year playing field 
hockey. I feel like both me and the 
other new members of the team 
are getting even more better,” 
said jv sophomore Erin Strong.
 Veterans on the team can 
also see that they themselves and 
the team as a whole have improved.
 “I feel like the jv team 
has improved since last year. We 
just beat the team that scored 
against us last year and with the 
team we have this year, we’ll 
go far. We have great team dy-
namics and the freshmen that 
just started playing field hockey 
are catching on and becoming 
good players themselves,” said 
jv sophomore Chaeli Brooks.
 New members of the 
junior varsity team have been 
learning and adapting to the rules 
of field hockey and have become 
talented players of the sport.  
 “This is my first year 
playing field hockey, I’ve been a 
goalie in soccer, and I thought it 
would be close to that, but being 

a goalie in field hockey is actually 
a lot different. It took some time 
to get used  to it, but my team-
mates helped me.” said freshman 
varsity player Ashley Garber.
 Members of the varsi-
ty team have more experience 
and know more about what can 
make or break a game. It’s ev-
idenced in their game record 
of four wins and two losses.
 “The easiest people to 
beat are always the most unsports-
manlike. Petty reactions on the 
field can make you lose focus and 
the team suffers overall. Luckily, 
our team gets along together on 
and off the field and we’re pretty 
respectful of the teams we com-
pete against, so we don’t have 
to worry about that.” said senior 
varsity player Rachel Brown. 
 “Our first game against 
Parkview High School’s team 
was the easiest win for us. We 
beat them 16-0. Hopefully our 
victories will all be like that. If 
the season goes well, we should 
be able to go to regionals. I think 
this season should be better than 
the others because we have a lot 
of experienced players and what 
new players we do have are very 
talented,” said senior varsity team 

member Madison Humphries.
 Experienced mem-
bers of the varsity team are op-
timistic about beating some of 
the more well-known teams 
because of their improvement.
 “Hopefully we all 
have improved enough to be 
able to beat Fauquier this sea-
son. Last year they were our 
toughest opponent, but I think 
we’ll be up to the challenge 
this season,” said senior varsi-
ty team member Rachel Allen.
If there’s one person who 
knows the talent of her team 
and how to encourage them 
to be better, it’s none other 
than the varsity team captain.
 “We’re doing well so 
far as a team. When we had to 
go overtime when competing 
against Broad Run, we were able 
to keep our heads in the game 
and beat them. It was our tough-
est game, I think,” said varsity 
captain and junior Jordan Hadler.
 “There are a lot of new 
schools competing, so things will 
be different this season, these ath-
letic ladies have the talent to have 
a good season, and if we all work 
together, we'll be able to win a lot 
of games.” said Coach Norman. 
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 One of the many things 
people at Liberty look forward to 
in the fall is the Friday night foot-
ball games. They is exciting and 
intense. Football is one thing that 
brings the Liberty High School 
community together.   
   “I enjoy playing football 
for Liberty because the coach-
ing staff is great, and the Liber-
ty community is so supportive at 
games,” said freshman Trenton 
Hill. Liberty had their first game 
of the season on August 25th 
against Brentsville. To kick off 
the season Liberty took a win with 
a score of 35-0.   
 “I was so excited for the 
first game of the season because 
it is my last first game as a Lib-
erty Eagle,” said senior Hunter 
Makely. Markael Gaskins, as a 
quarterback, threw for 74-yards 
and a touchdown on three-for-
three passing. He is usually a 
wide-receiver and a defensive 
back, but Friday, August 25th, 
he was thrown in the game for 
former quarterback Raymond 
Morton, who recently suffered a 
broken collarbone.   
 “The team has been do-
ing great! It is kind of disappoint-
ing because I want to be able to 
play, but I am happy for others 
to showcase their skills, and for 
them to do what they do. I am 
excited to be able to come back 
to play because football is fun,” 
said junior Raymond Morton. 
 Ja’Von White, Jacob 
Chinault, and Markael Gas-
kins helped Liberty take the win 
against the Brentsville Tigers. 

Liberty had 15 returning starters, 
while Brentsville had only seven 
returning starters.   
 “I think we played really 
hard. During the game everyone 
did what they were supposed to, 
and we got the job done,” said 
junior Jacob Chinault. Dylan 
Bryant, Chance Smith, Nazir Par-
rish-Hill, Tre Fortune, and Julian 
Sams were the five seniors on the 
line of scrimmage during the Ti-
gers first possession. On Wednes-
day, August 23rd jv played away 
against the Brentsville Tigers, 
taking a hard loss. With a score of 
8-14.     
 “I was a little nervous 
for my first high school football 
game because I had never played 
before. When I got on the field I 
felt at home, I worked hard, and 
I did my job. We worked really 
hard to try our best,” said soph-
omore Austin Shutt. Liberty’s 
varsity team played their second 
game away against Courtland 
High School. The Liberty Eagles 
won the game with a score of 21 
to 12.     
 “We played hard, but not 
to our full potential. I am feeling 
very confident about the team 
and the rest of the season,” said 
senior Chance Smith. Liberty’s jv 
team played Courtland at home 
on August 29th. Liberty won with 
a score of 52 to 0. Liberty has 
been of to an amazing start this 
year with varsity being 3-0, and 
jv being 2-1.    
 “Improvement always 
requires us to do things that we 
have never done before and the 
process will usually make us at 
least a bit uncomfortable. This 
year our guys have really adjusted 
well to everything. Everyone is 
going great things, and executing 
well. We have some great play 
makers, and our offensive and 
defensive are doing really well 
this season. I'm really impressed 
with the way this season has start-
ed off of us, I am excited to see 
what the rest of the season has 
to offer,” said Coach Blackman. 
 

 Volleyball is a unique 
sport that involves teamwork, 
hard work, and concentration. 
Communication is key in volley-
ball, you have to be able to talk 
to your teammates and verbal-
ize who is going after the ball. 
Luckily, communication is not an 
issue with our players, who effec-
tively bonded as a team early on.
 “Being on the vol-
leyball team is very fun, those 
girls become your sisters! Ev-
erybody is very close with each 
other and we always have the 
greatest time during practice, 
the games, or even just hang-
ing out,” said senior Kia Mathis. 
 Being on the volley-
ball team can be intense, and 
is it a very competitive sport. 
Every player is striving for suc-
cess. These volleyball ladies put 
in a lot of time in their practic-
es and are constantly seeking to 
be the best players they can be. 
 Through playing volley-
ball, players learn how collabo-
rate with each other, working to 

get that win! This school year here 
at Liberty High School the vol-
leyball team has a new coach. The 
ladies on the team seem to really 
enjoy their new volleyball coach 
while having fun but also putting 
in hard work and determination. 
 “I have been play-
ing volleyball for 11 years and 
I’ve always played libero. I like 
to be able to watch the girls’ 
growth and I like watching the 
girls succeed on and off the 
court," said Coach Buzzo, who 
also attended LHS as a student. 
 Coaching any team can 
be difficult but with proper com-
munication skills from both the 
players and coaches, together 
they can achieve and accomplish 
anything.   
 “I love volleyball so far. 
It is great, I honestly love it. Ev-
eryone became family. I just love 
spending time with everyone here 
on the team and off the court,” said 
senior Aimee Escalante-Gallegos. 
 Volleyball is a fun sport 
to play for many athletes and 

it is a quick way to make new 
friends. Each player is complete-
ly invested into the game. Putting 
in so much time at practice and 
out on the court is a real com-
mitment.   
 “My parents made me 
try a volleyball camp and I re-
ally loved the sport immediate-
ly. Volleyball is just a good way 
for me to be active and have fun, 
I’ve definitely learned a lot," 
said freshman Desiree Smith.
 So       far this sea-
son, the volleyball teams 
have been showing off the 
results of their hard work.
The varsity team is cur-
rently  3-9, while
the jv team is at 4-9.
The freshman team is cur-
rently halfway through their 
season of six games at 0-3. 
 “Ever since I made the 
volleyball team, I have tried my 
hardest to improve my skills on 
all levels. When we first started 
the volleyball season, I was a set-
ter, but now I am a right side hit-
ter and also play back row some-
times. Even though the freshman 
team hasn’t won a game yet, we 
all try our hardest and have a tight 
bond with every player on the 
team,” explained freshman ath-
lete Abigail Jones. 

Junior Annaliese Turner sends a volleyball flying over the net. Photo 
courtesy of Talon Yearbook Staff.

Volleyball Prepares to Set 
It Up For a Great Season

by Deangelo Jenkins 
~Sports Editor

JV and Varsity 
Football Kick Off 

The Season
by Zoe Lowe

~Features Editor

Sophomore Joshua James        
prepares to complete a play during 

a home football game. Photo      
courtesy of Talon Yearbook Staff. 
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 On August 13, 2017 
white nationalists gathered in a 
protest against the removal of the 
Robert E. Lee statue in Charlot-
tesville, Virginia. This protest 
was named “Unite the Right Ral-
ly.”.Just a few short hours after 
the protest began, violence and 
riots erupted. To barely sum-
marize the horrific actions that 
took place, the day ended with 
a 20 year old man named James 
Alex Fields drove his car into a 
group of people protesting the 
white supremacist rally. He was 
accused of killing one person 
and wounding nineteen others. 
 An innocent life was lost 
and hundreds of others affect-
ed because a group of white su-
premacists did not want a statue 
of Robert E. Lee to be removed. 
Is this the answer? Of course not. 
We live in a society that is being 
controlled by racial tension and 
yet no one wants to talk about 
it. Instead, some people resort to 
violence and Facebook disputes. 
Where exactly is this getting us?
 For quite a while, peo-
ple have been on opposing sides 
of whether or not to remove the 
Robert E. Lee statue in Emanci-

pation Park in Charlottesville, 
VA. I wanted to seek out these 
opinions of others, those reli-
able and educated sources, to 
form my own opinion. Part of 
the problem is also that there 
are people who have an “opin-
ion” yet know nothing about the 
topic. After interviews with a 
few history teachers and others, 
I have gathered plenty of ample 
information to form my own.
 For some people, the 
statue is seen as a celebration of 
slavery, or a symbol of slavery, 
rather. Robert E. Lee himself 
owned slaves. However, so did 
many other important people. 
Abraham Lincoln himself was 
questioned about having a single 
slave. Now, does that mean that 
we should knock down the Lin-
coln Memorial? Of course not, 
because Lincoln did many great 
things besides the fact he may or 
may not have owned a single slave.
 However, slavery is 
a very sensitive topic in many 
people’s hearts. Perhaps a dis-
tant family member or some-
one close to them was affected. 
In fact, a friend of mine did an 
Ancestry.com tree and found 

out that a far along grandparent 
was enslaved and was killed. I 
can totally understand why my 
friend would not want a symbol 
of slavery simply there because 
it has a hard spot in his heart. 
 Just like the Holocaust 
in Germany; if you make a trip to 
Germany, do you see a statue of 
Hitler? Absolutely not, because 
when seeing Hitler, the first thing 
most people think of is the evil of 
the Holocaust. I, myself, would 
think if Germany had a statue of 
Hitler that they were celebrating 
the Holocaust. So, for many peo-
ple, seeing Robert E. Lee might 
seem like a celebration of slavery.
 One important thing to 
consider is this-when you see or 
hear the name Hitler, does it give 
you same feeling as when you 
hear the name Robert E. Lee? 
For my personal self, it does not. 
When I think of Hitler, I think of 
an evil, twisted man who called 
for the extermination of countless 
Jews. I am currently stage manag-
ing the production of the Diary of 
Anne Frank and hearing the end-
ing scene out loud is haunting. I 

have been clearly educated on 
the Holocaust to a point where I 
think I can explain it pretty well. 
So when I see Hitler, I feel sick.
 When I see Robert E. 
Lee, my first thought is the Civil 
War. He was a confederate gener-
al. If you asked me to give you a 
run down or play by play of the 
Civil War, I am not too positive 
that I could do that. Maybe it is 
because as a student, I did not pay 
enough attention in class to that 
topic. The Holocaust interested 
me. The Civil War was interesting, 
but not always my favorite topic.
 So instead of question-
ing people’s views, why don’t 
we see how they were educat-
ed? Maybe the issue is not with 
what the statue symbolized, 
but what it means to everyone. 
 As for erasing histo-
ry, the statue was put there for 
a reason. There could be many 
explanations that I simply hav-
en’t explored. I’ve heard people 
say that if we take it down, then 
everyone will forget the Civil 
War ever happened. That is sim-
ply ludicrous. There is no statue 
of Hitler, yet almost everyone 
remembers that. We have piec-

Confederate Statue Controversy: Should They Stay or Go?
by Kristina Rigsby
~Editor-in-Chief

es of this terrible event, such 
as the Diary of Anne Frank.
 Should we take down the 
statues? Maybe. It is important to 
view both sides before deciding 
what should happen. What I think 
should happen is we should edu-
cate. Educate first, question later. 
Perhaps if more people were edu-
cated, there would not be so much 
hate and violence. Let’s take a 
minute and learn about why the 
statue was placed there, what was 
going on during that era, and what 
important things Robert E. Lee 
accomplished. Let’s take a look 
at other confederate statues, and 
their importance. Finally, let’s 
look into what we can do to ed-
ucate on these topics without so 
much tension. I think maybe tak-
ing down the statue, placing it in a 
museum and even making an ex-
hibit out of it, with kiosks and cen-
ters for information could work. 
  No more pointing fin-
gers and please, no more vi-
olence. Open your hearts and 
minds to the facts and emotions 
and take that time to decide for 
yourself. Remember, the future 
of America is in your hands. 
All you have to do is open it.  

The “Valued Opinions” column is a place for all students to 
express viewpoints on current topical issues. 

We invite you to participate if you feel strongly about an issue 
that pertains to the school community! Contact Ms. Miller in 

room 264 if you would like to submit your opinion for 
publication. Please note that the opinions expressed are those of 

the writer only, not of The Patriot Press Staff.

Learning How To Love 
by  Julia Hoffman

~Centerspread Editor

 From age 12 and on, 
most people start to date and ex-
plore what they would like in a 
future spouse. To me, dating is 
the only way to figure out how 
you want your future spouse to 
treat you, love you, care for you, 
and support you. However,  I feel 
that if you date too many people 
the wrong way, your opinions and 
ideas get corrupted into thinking 
that all people are exactly that way. 
 For example, in kinder-
garten many of us thought the 
opposing gender had “cooties” 
therefore the class would eventu-
ally divide into girls and boys at 
lunchtime or recess. I think it is 
okay to date several people as long 
as you don’t corrupt your views.
 Many of us have heard 
that you can’t love someone un-
til you learn to love yourself. 
The first time I heard this I blew 
it over my shoulder and never 
took it to heart. As I have heard 
it more over the years I began to 
think about it. Then I thought, 
how do you love yourself?
  First I started by sur-
rounding myself with people that 
actually care for me, love and 
support me because that is what I 

want in a partner. I wanted people 
to respect me and my decisions 
even though they may not agree. I 
think people that surround them-
selves with negative vibes and 
negitive people only drags them 
down. Someone who consistent-
ly says negative comments to 
you, I think you should not be 
with or hang around them. It only 
brings down your self esteem and 
makes you think less of yourself. 
 Confidence is always 
key. Learning to be confident in 
yourself is one of the best things 
to achieve, in my opinion. I 
think the best way to learn to be 
confident in yourself is learn-
ing to embrace yourself. Many 
people think confidence is the 
most attractive thing in a person.
  So learning to love 
yourself and be comfortable 
in your own skin is definitely 
worth it. Through most of my 
middle school and ninth grade 
year I was very shy and reserved.
  I think the thing that has 
helped shape me the most today 
is the cheer team here at Liberty. 
It has taught me to smile because 
that is the first thing people see.
I think that anyone who is al-

ways bringing themselves down 
should not date right away be-
cause it might take a toll on the 
other person. Instead, finding a 
club, activity, or sport that you 
really enjoy might lead you to 
find some really amazing friends 
and those friends can help you 
find confidence in yourself. 
 When you learn to love 
yourself, it makes the whole 
world around you a little more 
brighter and happier! It can also 
help you reach any goals you 
may want to achieve in the future.
 In my opinion you 
should try and refrain from dat-
ing while you are too young be-
cause you are still maturing and 
trying to understand yourself . It 
is also very important to set your 
priorities. Your partner should 
never come before school, fam-
ily, or your friends. I also think 
self-love helps you appreciate 
the things you accomplish more 
and creates a better self-image. 
 Self-love can also 
be a safety net in a time of 
need, like a heartbreak or if 
you need some support. Just 
take time to find a relationship 
and make sure you’re happy. 

Kristina Rigsby
Senior

Kristina Rigsby is the Ed-
itor-in-Chief of the Patriot 

Press Newspaper. This is her 
fourth year taking Journal-
ism. Kristina likes writing 

editorials, stage managing, 
makeup, and Larabars! She 
hopes to become a beau-
ty editor or an elderly care 

nurse in her future. 

Julia Hoffman
Sophomore

Julia Hoffman is the Center-
spread Editor for the Patriot 

Press Newspaper. This 
is her second year taking  

Journalism. Julia likes    
writing cooking columns,   

listening to music, and eat-
ing Chipotle. As her carerr, 

she hopes to become a 
Special Needs teacher.
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Have you ever done anything you felt 
your peers should know? Do you have 
some peculiar talent or a special skill 
you can perform? Perhaps you have 

ties to a celebrity or have performed in 
some special event. Well, my friends, 

now is your time to shine. This year, the 
“Did You Know?” section in the Patriot 

Press will exclusively feature Liberty 
students! Feel free to come find us any 
time during the day and tell us some 
amazing facts about you and we’ll be 

happy to write down your unique story!
This month’s topic: What is the most 
interesting this you’ve learned so far 

this semester?

If you have an event you would like included on our 
monthly calendar, email the information to us at 

libertyhspublications@gmail.com
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October 2017
October 2, 2017-Field Hockey vs. Culpeper, JV football vs. Fauquier, 

Freshman Football @ Broad Run, Senior night
October 3, 2017-JV Football vs James Wood, Volleyball at Kettle Run 

October 5, 2017-Field Hockey @Kettle Run, LHS Volleyball @MiIlbrook 
October 6, 2017-Courtyard Movie night, Varsity Football @James Wood: 

October 7, 2017-LHS Cross Country Glory Days Invitational, Cheer @ Dominion
October 9, 2017-In-Service Day: No School, LHS Field Hockey vs Orange

October 10, 2017-LHS Volleyball at Fauquier
October 11, 2017-LHS Cross Country Liberty, Field Hockey vs. Fauquier

October 12, 2017-Underclass Makeup Pictures, JV Field Hockey vs. Battlefield, 
Volleyball @ Sherando, Fall Music Concert

October 13, 2017-Homecoming tailgate, JV Football @ Handley, 
Varsity Football vs Handley 

October 14, 2017-LHS Cross Country Invitation Richmond, 
Band/Guard Bake Sale, Cheer at Brentsville, Homecoming Dance

October 16, 2017-Half day for students
October 17, 2017-Half Day for students, JV Football vs Kettle run

October 18, 2017-October Writing Test , Cheer Districts at Kettle Run
October 19, 2017-October Writing Test , LHS Volleyball vs James Wood 
October 20, 2017-October Writing Test, Varsity Football @ Kettle Run

October 21, 2017-Marching Band Competition
October 23, 2017-October Writing Test

October 24, 2017- Cheer Regionals @ Riverside, Volleyball @ Handley , 
JV @ Millbrook

October 25, 2017-LHS XC Districts @ Brenstville, PSAT, Talent Show Auditions 
October 26, 2017- Trick or Treat Night, Volleyball vs. Kettle Run

October 27, 2017-Club Picture Day, Drama One Act, Varsity Football vs Millbrook
October 28, 2017-Marching Band Competition, ACT’S, Kicks for Kids 5K 

October 30, 2017-Make-up writing SOL

Jada Hord learned that it takes 
59 days for the human body to 

restore a pint of blood.

Michael Rubio learned how 
to power clean properly in Life 

Fitness.

Wendy Velasquez discovered 
how to avoid changing herself to 

please people.

Aimee Escalante learned how to 
say “May I use the restroom?” 

in Arabic.

Maddie Blair is finding out 
different ways she can fight for 

gender equality in her women in 
history class.

Seth Tusky realized that his 
economics class is very intersting.

Aarrianna Dudley learned that 
Clarence Gideon’s court case 

helped establish the 6th 
Amendment. 


